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To celebrate the traditional Chinese Spring
Festival in 2008, Xilin Northwestern University
Chinese School is going to hold a Chinese New
Year Party on Feb 10, 2008 in our school
building, which will be an entertainment gathering
of relaxed and lively forms for teachers, students
and parents. In addition to the school assembly of
the Chinese New Year greetings, there will be a lot
of fun games and many prizes in 5 game rooms and
one art room, and a talent show from students and
parents.

For students, there will be games, face painting
and the art & craft; for parents, there will be CCTV
Spring Festival gathering video as well as card
games, chess games, dancing and Karaoke; and
there will also be a dinner and a raffle. Your lucky
number is on your ticket.

Students or parents who would like to share
your talent(i.e., singing, dancing, music instruments,
etc.) with the school community at the party, please
e-mail names, program title and estimated minutes
of your program to shiOzhang@gmail.com and
yuelin@dellmail.com before Jan. 31, 2008.

You, your family and your friends are cordially
invited to the Chinese New Year Celebration Party!
We wish you a fun and memorable experience.

1. Volunteers are needed to help preparing
games for children. Please contact your
child's teachers for helping out the event;

2. To facilitate the preparation work of the
school, please buy the tickets in advance.

Your commitment and cooperation to any extent
is sincerely appreciated.

The requirements and schedule arrangement are
as follows:

On Jan. 27 and Feb 3. 12:30-4:20 we will have a
pre-sale of tickets: Family members: $5.00 per
person; Others:$7.00 per guest. Students, teachers
and school staff are free to attend. Students in
teachers Chen and Tang's classes will receive
yellow tickets; in Guo, Jing and Hua's classes, will
receive blue tickets; and in Cao and Cheng's classes
and other students who are not taking any Chinese
classes, will have green tickets. Tickets are color-
coded according to the dinner schedule below.

On Feb. 10.

2:30-3:00 Party rooms and game room decoration.
(G02, G08, G29, G30, G31,G32, GO1, G32, 101)
3:00-3:50 Special Chinese Class session (Chinese
Spring Festival).(G01--Guo, G32--Cao, G22--Tang,
G27--Hua, G29--Jing, G30--Cheng, G31--Chen)
3:00-4:00 Ticket Sale and change name tags (G28).
Family members:$8/p; Others:$10/p.

3:00-4:30 Dancing (Ballroom, Disco, Chinese folk).
(G02)

3:00-7:10 CCTV Video. (G21)

3:00-7:10 Parents card game.(G14)

3:50-4:00 Student break.

3:50-4:00 Game rooms and art room preparations.
(G08, G29, G30, G31, G32 and GO1)

4:00-5:30 Face Painting (G28)

4:00-6:15 Game rooms and art rooms open (G08,
G29, G30, G31, G32 and G01)

3:00-6:30 Karaoke. (101)

4:00-6:30 Performance. (G15)

4:30-5:00 Dinner preparation.(G02)

5:00-6:30 Dinner (3 sessions).(G02)
Yellow:5:00-5:30; Blue:5:30-6:00;Green:6:00-6:30.
5:00-6:40 Awards Distribution. (G28)

6:30-6:40 Break.

6:40-7:10 Closing ceremony + Raffle. (G15)
7:10-7:30 Cleaning up (All rooms + HW).
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Congratulations to Ms. Jie Chen and Ms. Weili
Tang for receiving the Excellent Overseas Chinese
Teachers Award! The award is to recognize
outstanding Chinese teachers with overl0-year
teaching experience for their continuous dedication
and inspiration in promoting Chinese education
oversea. Ms. Chen and Ms. Tang are two of the
only three recipients in the Great Chicago area.
Congratulations again!
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By James Prendergast

Not long ago, Shi Zhang and | were engaged in
a interesting conversation about Chinese families in
the United States and the challenge they face
integrating into the American cultural milieu while
retaining their cultural identity. As | reflect upon
our dinner conversation, | would like to discuss a
small but important challenge facing the Chinese
parents who have immigrated to the U.S. and wish
to raise their children as American citizens.

Language presents an interesting challenge.
Most readers of this article came to U.S. as adults,
probably married adults. The English you learned
was taught to you by Chinese teachers. Your
knowledge of English grammar may be very good
but in some cases your execution and your
pronunciation are not. This can lead to a number of
issues; not least among these is the issue of moving
up the career ladder in American companies and
integrating within the American culture. In this
article, 1 would like to address another issue that is
often overlooked, but may have some negative
repercussions for your children. This is the issue of

how to communicate at home within the family unit.

Should you exclusively speak Chinese at home,
English, or some combination of the two?

While | very strongly support acquiring and
using fluent English in the workplace, | believe that

in the home, you should speak your native language.

Children are particularly apt at picking up phonetics
at a very early age and, thus, would be more likely
to pick up accents and language idiosyncrasies from
their parents. If your language skills in English are
not particularly fluent or you have a strong accent, it
would be better to speak Chinese when you are with
your children. In this way, your children will hear
native English spoken by their peers and native
Chinese spoken by their parents. As a consequence,
they will naturally become fluent in both languages.

The second advantage of speaking Chinese
within the family is that the children will not only
acquire the oral communication skills within the

family but will be well positioned with fluency in
the language of global economic powerhouse. This
can lead to incredible future opportunities for
careers in international studies and business.
American and western European companies are
making huge investments in China and need bi-
lingual employees to help in these global initiatives.

Finally, the best way to learn about Chinese
culture is through the language. So much has been
written in Chinese that is still not translated or
accessible to non-Chinese speaking and writing
students. To take one example, | have been looking
for historical records from China on the post Han
dynasties and these records are not translated into
English, leaving me with secondary and tertiary
sources instead of the primary sources. This is a
significant handicap for a student of Chinese history
and culture. If you inculcate in your children a love
for the spoken and written language of China, they
will have ready access to oral and written
documents in their original language, giving them a
significant advantage over others.

About the Author

James Prendergast is a former high school
English and Speech Teacher. He holds a Bachelor’s
Degree in English from DePaul University and two
Masters Degrees. In addition to owning an English
language training company that offers advanced
language instruction to adults, Mr. Prendergast is
currently on staff at the Xilin Nu Chinese school
where he teaches pre-SAT English.
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